Resolution supporting the new Federal Flood Risk Management Standard (FFRMS)

Whereas, the New York State Floodplain and Stormwater Managers Association (NYSFSMA) is a Chapter
of the Association of State Floodplain Managers and represents more than 400 community officials,
engineers, scientists, and other professionals working in the field of floodplain management in the State
of New York;
Whereas, flood losses in New York State and across the country are increasing, with national losses now
exceeding $10 billion each year;
Whereas, current approaches to flood risk management, including the older standards found in
Executive Order 11988, are no longer adequate to reduce losses in the country;
Whereas, the President’s Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force adopted a higher flood standard for the
Sandy-affected region to ensure that federally funded buildings, roads, and other projects were rebuilt
stronger to withstand future storms;
Whereas, the proposed Flood Risk Management Standard in EO 13690 updates EO 11988 by adding
freeboard to additionally elevate those federally funded actions in floodplains to improve life and safety,
protect property and reduce flood insurance premiums;
Whereas, more than 20 states and US territories , including New York, have effectively adopted
freeboard standards for floodplain development that exceed the NFIP minimum standards and over 350
communities have already adopted freeboard standards consistent with the new Executive Order; and,
Whereas, community resiliency in the face of increasing flood risk due to a variety of factors, including
watershed development, climate change and rising sea levels, not only can help with long term
community sustainability, but is also a wise investment of taxpayer dollars;
Therefore be it resolved that the New York State Floodplain and Stormwater Managers Association:
1. Supports the development, issuance and implementation of the new FFRMS that was issued by
President Obama on January 30, 2015;
2. Urges the Administration and Congress to quickly implement the FFRMS after obtaining public
input; and
3. Urges federal agencies to work more cooperatively with states and communities when funding,
financing or undertaking development and to adhere to state and local standard when they are
found to exceed those found in the FFRMS.

Moved: Colleen Fullford
Seconded: Brian Zitani
Date: March 12, 2015
Contact: For more information contact Janet Thigpen, NYSFSMA Public Policy Committee Chair, at 607737-5271.

